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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


* for sin we mu«t expect to draw the wages. Nor 
will there be any strikes. It is too much already. 
"But he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spir- 
it reap everlasting lift." 

Youth tb the seedtime of the present life, and 
the present life is the seedtime ol the world to 
come. We should make the lesser Bubs*crve the 
greater well. 

Let us act wisely ; let us receive the Gift of 
God, let us sow bountitully unto the Spirit, and 
learn the great lessons of obedience, in hope and 
patience, and in due season we shall reap if we 
faint not. 

* Biernal life 1 Never ending life of joy 1 There 
shall be no partings there ; no death nor pain. In 
this lite we have both. This will, in all probabil- 
ity, be the last Sabbath day meeting in this col- 
lege chapel tor Borne ot us. Before another Lord's 
day we shall give the parting hand, and shall be 
scattered over several state*, pursuing our re- 
spective vocation*, and the ringing of the old bell 
in the tower will not be loud enough to call us all 
together again. Our next meeting will bo an- 
nounced by the trumpet of God, and his angel will 
be the janitoi. My exhortation is to faithfulness 
to duty, uprightness of life, and obedience to God ; 
so shall we have the promise of the lite that now 
is, m id in the world to come everlasting life; and. 

When we've been there ten t hoiKMid years. 

Bright shining as the sun. 
We've no less days to sing God's praise 

Than when we first begun. 


and drink of the living water which shall ensure 
them everlasting life. These metaphors would 
have been easily understood by them if they had 
not been blinded by their preconceived notions of 
the Messiah. "Eating" was a common figura- 
tive expression fur devouring the word of the law. 
One of their popular sayings was, "In the time of 
the Messiah the Israelites will be fed by Him." 
On this occasion Jesus adopted the usual figura- 
tive language to which they had been accustomed 
and taught the world that in Him we have spirit- 
ual bread which alone can give us spiritual life. 

LESSON THGUGTS. 

1. Leave the husks of the world and feed on 
the truths of Jesus, 

2. Satisfy the soul's hunger by believing in 
Christ. 

3. Seek Jesus not for personal gain, but spirit- 
ual life. 

4. God in Christ is the Giver of eternal life. 


International Sunday School LessonN. 


BV REV, F. B. 1IARGREAVE9. 

Lesson 10. Aw iith. 

JESUS THE BREAD OF LIFE. 

John 6, 22-40. Golden text, John 6, 34. Time, 
April, A. D. 29. Place, Capernaum. 

The morning dawned upon a scene of rich-bued 
beauty. The green, grassy slopes, the sea of Gait 
lee, ruffled with the storm of the perceding night, 
and here and there on the hill side groups of peo- 
1 pie who had slept in the open air. A few boats 
were at the beach, and the people hastened to en- 
quire where He was who had so miraculously led 
them the day before. Finding that He had gone 
they also took ship and went back to Caperna- 
um, where they found Christ on his way to the 
synagogue. They opened the conversation with 
an inquiry as to His return to Capernaum, but the 
Master, who rend their hearts, passed their ques- 
tion by, and at once spoke to them of the real de- 
sire of their hearts. They were expecting a 
Messiah who would be a great military leader, and 
who wuuld revive their national glory and bring 
\ them into a condition of ease and plenty. They 
shared the common feeling in this regard, and the 
miraculous feeding of the day before was an incen- 
tive to them to expect still better things in the fu- 
ture. Christ knew their desires and designs, and He 
told them to seek the Bread of Life, which would 
supply their every need and without which they 
could never enter into His spiritual kingdom. 
They had their preconceived notions of the Mes- 
siah, and were unable to understand His teachings, 
and supposed He referred to some special works 
which they must perform. "What shall we do," 
they asked. A voice from the crowd— probably 
some Rabbi who was present and wished to en- 
v trap Him — demanded a sign, and reminded Christ 
that Moses gave manna from heaven to the chil- 
dren of Israel. This striking event in the life of 
Moses had made a deep impression upon the Jew- 
ish mind. With the years it had grown in force 
and intensity, until the people half deitied Moses, 
and ascribed wonderful powers to him. It was 
taught that as Moses was the first Savior of the people 
and gave them manna, so the second Savior the 
Messiah, would also give them, manna from heaven. 
Hence when Christ spoke of Himself as the Bread 
qf Life, He was promptly asked <or this especial 
' sign which the Jews had been taught to expect. 
No doubt the mocking questioner expected to de- 
molish the claims of Jesus at once, but His an- 
swers so satisfied many them that they cried, "Lord 
evermore give us this bread." And then He 
taught them the beautiful truth that all who be- 
lieve on Him shall thus eat of the Bread of Life 


turning the Books. 

Men are honest in a dying hour. However they 
may scoff and mock in days of health and strength, 
when sickness assails, and death approaches, and 
alt earthly hope is gone, unless they are utterly 
debased and hardened and deluded, they tell the 
truth, and act their honest convictions. Thousands 
of instance.!., are on record where tbe scoffing and 
the goodless have in the last hour of life turned 
with horror and loathing from their sinful courses, 
and sought the mercy of God and the prayers and 
the counsels) of His children. Says Dr. John Hall : 
"The most impressive instance of the power of 
truth on the conscience, in my memory, is that of 
an intelligent man, who sent for mc after midnight, 
to tell him bow to be saved, and to pray tor him ; 
for he did not think he could pray for himself. I 
spent the rest of the night with him, praying with 
him, and teaching him. He rose from his bed 
agan and again, to kneel, and though obviously 
dying, as indicated by his breathing, he found a 
key, b ho wed me how to open a heavy trunk, and 
found in it a parcel of books. "I want you," he 
said, "to take these, to keep them from any other 
hands, to promise me that you will burn them." 
His look and tones I cannot forget, as he said: 
They have brought my soul to the very brink of 
hell ; they were my destruction, I kept my promise. 
He died in the early forenoon, I trust, sincerely, 
as be professed,trusting himself as a sinner in the 
hands of God in Christ, the only Saviour." 
Some one said while speaking of some blasphem- 
ous publications of a certain noted infidel: "It 
would do very well to read, but it was not just the 
kind of a book a man would like to have about 
when there was a funeral in the house." And there 
are funerals in almost all houses. Tbe day of life, 
and strength, and prosperity, passes away, and how- 
ever men may amuse themselves with flippant 
blasphemies when in health, when the shades of 
death gather, and the awful realities of the future 
stares them in the face, they need something be- 
sides douots, blasphemies, and uncertainties. 
They need some one to sit down by the dying 
bed, and read to them the Book that their motherB 
read. They need some one to point them to the 
heavenly Father who receives the returning prod- 
igal, and to that precious blood shed for the world 
which clenses from all siu. Happy are they who, 
in the day» of health and strength, take the Lord 
to be their Shepherd and follow Him ; when they 
walk in the valley and shadow of death they shall 
fear no evil; His rod and staff shall be their comfort, 
and in His presence they shall find joy unspeaka- 
ble, and peace that passeth all understanding.— The 
Christian. . 


which finds voice, and is heralded through the 
land. But how many thousand? and tens of 
thousands of crimes and cruelties are instigated 
by tbis foul spirit trf hell, which are nevt-r report- 
ed. Only the eye of God can see the woe, and 
pain, and sorrow, and shame, which is endured by 
the hapless victims of strong drin/, and by those 
who innocently suffer through the crimes and ex- 
cesses of others. God only sees the tears that 
fall in secret, he only beholds the pale hands 
stretched up to him for help ; his ear only catches 
the faint criea of hapless infancy and decrepit 
age ; and shall not He that sitleth in the heavens 
and judgeth the wicked, smite in righteous indig- 
nation the authors of this horrible curse, and 
blast and destroy the men who aid, and abet, and 
countenance this most iniquitous work ? 

A single instance may be offered illustrating 
the nameless horrors that wait upon tbis terrible 
traffic, and the guilt of those who stretch out their 
covetous hands to clasp the price ol blood. 

It is said that in one of the* saloon windows on 
the Pacific coast, there stands a picture bearing 
the inscription, "The wages of sin is death." 

The picture represents a mother as turning to a 
liquor-seller and pointing to the dead body of her 
baby, crying out, "My child is dead ! You killed 


The Final Tragedy. 

The use of strong drink at its beginning may be 
a farce or a comedy, but it always ends in terrible 
tragedy. No poet has ever described, no painter 
has over pictured, no actor has ever represented, 
the unutterable iniquities, infamies, crimes, and 
agonies that attend the awful and infernal traffic 
in strong drink. It is a perpetual outrage upon 
every holy instinct, upon every feeling of humani- 
ty. From beginning to end there is not one re- 
deeming feature in this deadly business. 

Now and then, some awful atrocity occurs 


..t!" It is a strange adornment for a place whose 
steps take hold ou hell. The story is vouched for 
as one of the most terrible in the liquor annals of 
California. Alter years of debauchery, ■ husband 
and lather, in a drunken frenzy, killed lib child. 
The distracted mother caught up her baby, and 
ran with it to the saloon that had been the ruin of 
her husband, and laying the little one down on the 
counter, called on the dealer of death to behold 
the work. As she uttered tbe words, the heart 
that had borne so much gave way, and she fell at 
his feet dead. When the husb.uul "came to him 
self," and realised his dreadful deed, he seined a 
pistol that lay near, and blew out his brains. 
The clergyman who offered the last prayer over 
the three inanimate forms of rum's victims, added, 
"The saloon keeper did not even close his doors 
during tbe funeral." 

This is one of the results of a business which is 
carried on mainly by men of foreign birth and 
evil education, a large proportion of whom are 
persons who have been convicted of crime in the 
courts of our own land. This is the business over 
which the state throws tbe broad sanction of iU 
protecting license. This is the business which 
rules the politics of the country ; with unlimited 
capital purchases venal politicians ; Brushes out 
men of responsibility and integrity , fights against 
the gospel of the Son of God ; tramples beneath its 
unclean hoofs every high and holy ambition and 
aspiration of the race; pulls down from their posi- 
tion statesmen, rulers, and men of every grade in 
life, and consigns them to pauperism, degradation, 
crime and death. This is the business which de- 
stroys our children, darkens our homes, and pol- 
utes our land. Shall this curse devour forever? 
How long, Lord, how long-? — BaJI &CABD. 

Mod's Power Prevails. 
We recall nothing in tbe history of African 
Missions more surprising than the apparent con- 
version of many youth in East Central Africa so 
soon after the establishment of the Board's mis- 
sion. Ten years have usually been regarded as the 
period through which a missionary in Africa prob- 
ably must labor after reaching a native tribe be- 
fore he may expect to see the first convert. The 
language has to be learned, the confidence ol the 
people niust be secured, and their habits changed, 
before they will personally accept the Gospel mes- 
sage. Such an experience awaited all the earlier 
missionaries in South Africa. It has been deemed 
a marvel that the English Church ffiigsi aariea at 
Uganda could report, within eight ywuw after their 
arrival at Victoria Nyanza, a church of more than 
one hundred communicants But within two 
years and a half since tbe first agent at the Board 
took up his residence near Inhauibauc, utiu within 
one year from the time he began to teach, be, and 
those who have joined htm, are permitted to rise 
in a spiritual awakening, the genuineness nf which 
they cannot doubt. Our brethren may well say, 
in the midet of their astonishment and joy, that 
"no power save that of the Lord of glory could 
have done this work, and if it is Him, it will go 
on, and nothing shall prevail against it."— Mis- 
sionary Herald. 


